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Forum Minutes – February 8, 2005    


Attendees at CORE Forum: Beverly Shatteen, Laurie Ross, Charlene Sanchez, Bev Kartheiser, Jenny McDade, Amanda Bryant, Teresa Smith, Joo Fouts, Libby Smith, Tracy Cassell, Judi Davis, Marie Washington, Ann Jones, Phil Gatcha, Mike Morrell, Madra Guinn-Jones,  Wendy Harris, Annette Dugger, Michelyn Russell, Kitina McCants, Cynthia Andrews, Sabrina Byrd-Broadway, Cassandra Crum, Sonyanna Danielle, Pam McCollum, Glynda Wood, Jackie Leathers, Carol Parr, Elizabeth Atkison, Cathy Wendholt-McDade, Norene Herren, Rosa Josey, Kenneth McGarity, Mitzi Teal, Michael Budd, Laura Kraft, Benjamin Lang, Karen Stroud
Amanda Bryant called the CORE Forum meeting to order. Pastor Ben Lang offered the invocation and led the Forum in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Following introductions and a review of the minutes, one correction was noted…Ted Turnbough offered the invocation at the January 11, 2004 Forum.  With this correction, a motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes for the January 11, 2005 CORE Forum.  

 

Program

David Leighton from Southeastern Crime Prevention (678-546-4913/www.southeastcrime.com) offered the program.  There are two types of crimes-  random and premeditated.  Only 10% of crimes are premeditated.  There is one murder every 27 minutes. Every 6 minutes in the USA a person is raped.  Something is stolen every 4 seconds.  There are three major causes of crimes:  drugs, economy, and gang-related activities.  Several drugs are on the rise in Georgia: meth and special k (date rate drug).  If in a social situation, keep your hand over your drink and never accept a drink from a stranger.  Complete your drink before you leave the table, or take your drink with you.  Do not leave your hotel keycard on the bar or on a table when traveling. Such identifies you as a visitor; criminals will immediately target you and slip special k in your drinks and rob you.  There are 8,000 identified gangs in Georgia. The new gangs are not easily identifiable and are children from middle class families.  All gangs have initiations; all initiations are crimes; all gangs recruit; recruitment ages range from 6-22.   The average age of a gangster is 16-22.  Initiation rituals include rape, random killing, brutal assaults, and robbery.   The best way to protect yourself from becoming a victim of crime is to pay attention.  Maintain a 5 feet perimeter around yourself between you and strangers when entering and exiting buildings.  Approximately half of all crimes are committed during the day.  Criminals are seeking victims; walk with authority to dissuade criminals from choosing you as their next victim.  If you look shy, timid, or afraid you are an instant target for criminals.  Dress down when visiting shopping centers; reframe from displaying sparkling jewelry. Criminals are looking for shiny materials that may be pawned.  If you see someone starring at you across a parking lot, give the person “the look” that assures the predator that you are the wrong one and that you can identify them (make your look say, “I see what you are doing! I know what you are thinking about doing! I’m watching you!)  If in a situation where you are assaulted and the criminal ask you to empty your wallet, be quiet and give them what they want. Be smart and get out of the situation unharmed.  The grocery store parking lot is one the top three places where sexual assaults are perpetrated upon women.  Men should accompany their female loved-ones to shopping centers.  Women should ask for baggers or security to accompany them back to the parking lot.  If a person exits a building with one other adult, the likelihood of becoming a victim reduces by 63%; walking with 2 adults reducing the probability by 90%.  When traveling, never stay in shabby hotels.  Look for good lighting and security systems. Women should carry fanny packs instead of purses when traveling.  When staying in a hotel, be aware that the key card has important personal information encoded on it. Don’t wear the camera around your neck; it’s a clear sign that you are a traveler.  Do not trust hotel locks; purchase door wedge alarms.  When parents have children accompanying them to the store, do not place the child in the car first and leave the doors unlocked; such leaves the child vulnerable to carjacking.  Be aware that duck tape and crazy glue are used to incapacitate victims in parking lots.  If a bagger or escort is not available, place the bags in the car first with the child secured in the buggy; then secure the children in the car and lock the doors.  Weapons that are available for less then $7 at the flee market or on the internet are concealed knives in metal pins and lip stick holders. Nail clippers may also be sharpened and used as razors.  Always lock the deadbolts when leaving the home.  If the deadbolt lock is not engaged, the cylinder may be broken easily.  Purchase 3½ to 4 inch screws for the door jams.  Use double key deadbolt locks on any doors that have windows near the lock.  The alarm system for your home is primary for use when you are home.  The response time is too long for the alarm to stop a robber.  If you have an alarm system, verify that when the power lines are cut, the system sends an alarm to the authorities not a line out-of-service message.  Create a sign indicating “No Solicitation, Day Sleeper” near your front door. Such will deter a criminal as police officers are usually day sleepers who are well armed.  Teach your children to answer a door, but not to open the door.  Never allow a child to open the door without an adult.  If a burglar is attempting to break in, a child hiding may startle the burglar and make them react badly.  Teach the child to answer the door loudly and assure the person at the door that an adult is readily available in the home and will come to open the door for them.  If your car stalls, unless it is on fire, stay in the car on the side of the highway.  Purchase a “Call Police” sign for the window.  Cell phones may be used to call 911 even if the phone is no longer activated.  Always have a plan for your personal safety.  If you select a gun, always purchase a suitable firearm, learn how to fire the gun, and become familiar and comfortable with the equipment.  Small electronic personal tasers are not be the most efficient or effective deterrents.  Personal alarms are not as effective due to the common sound shared with car alarms.  Mace is not effective if the criminal is intoxicated or mentally deranged; mace has no affect on them.  OC spray is more effective, will not permanently harm the attacker, but will incapacitate criminals and dogs as well as leave an orange hue on their skin.  If the sprayer is carried on the key ring, it is not available for your defense when the key is in the car lock or in the ignition.  Carry the sprayer separated from the keys when exiting buildings and entering cars.  Pepper spray that is purchased in stores has mineral oil as a primary ingredient; therefore, the pepper sprayer is only effective for a short period of time.  Old pepper sprayers will not operate properly when they are not used frequently or the sprayer is clogged.    If you find yourself in a situation when an attacker is asking you to go with him/her, do anything to stay in the parking lot. Do not enter the car with the attacker.  Use the palm of the hand to strike the attacker’s nose. Sometimes the best defense is to faint! A criminal is not likely to drag a fainted victim across a parking lot to the car. It is very dangerous for children to lag behind their parents. Do not allow your children to be out of sight.  If in a carjacking situation, drive your car into another car. A good wreck will incapacitate your vehicle and the attacker! Always wear your seatbelt before attempting to wreck your car during a carjacking.  Be aware, be alert, have a plan, and stay safe.                           
Care to Share

Brenda Woods announced that the Chamber of Commerce Workforce Development Group in collaboration with Douglas County Schools’ Youth Apprenticeship Program and West Central Technical College are sponsoring a Career Fair on February 24, 2005, 3:00-7:00p.m. The Fair is open to high school and college students, and the general public.  

Mitzi Teal, CIS, indicated that mentors are needed for children in Douglas County.  Mentor training will be held March 3, 2005 at 4:00p.m.  Enjoy the City Books are for sale for $10. Contact Mitzi at 770-651-2039.  

The SHARE House is hosting a fundraisers sponsored by the Pampered Chef “The Kitchen Store that comes to Your Door” on February 10, 2005 at the Old Courthouse at 7:00p.m.  All are welcome.  Call Debbie Spencer 770-942-4288 for additional information.
Thursday, February 10, 2005 at 11:45a.m. at Fire Mountain Grill, the Douglas County Tobacco Use Prevention Coalition will celebrate the passing of the Clean Indoor Air Ordinance in Douglas County.  The ordinance banning smoking in public buildings will begin March 1, 2005.

The Douglas Safekids/AHYD monthly meeting will be held at Logan’s on Wednesday, February 16, 2005 at noon.

Safekids is offering free car seats checks at Arbor Place Mall on February 14, 2005 from 10:00a.m. – 2:00p.m.

Tobacco Use Prevention has been written out of the current DHR budget.  The funding for this program is provided by the settlement from the Tobacco Industry.  Please lend your support to protecting our children by supporting prevention programs.  

Erika Jones from Club VFL is offering an abstinence program on February 21, 2005.  Teenagers and college students are invited to attend this information session.  The program will be offered by the Pregnancy Resource Center. The event will be held at Victory Life Center, 7831 Temple Street across from the Family Dollar on Bankhead.  Contact Erika Jones erikajones2004@yahoo.com  for additional information.
The United Way and Arbor Place Mall are offering the 2005 Show Your Love electronic billboard messages from February 11 – 16, 2005. Cost is $20.  You may purchase a message at the Guest Services desk in Arbor Place Mall.  Call 770-947-4244 and ask for Janine Dean for additional information.
The United Way is seeking nominations for the Angel and Volunteer of the Month/Year awards. Please contact Kathe Eisenmann 770-949-9487 for additional information.
Douglas County Continuum of Care meeting is Thursday, February 10, 2005, 10am at the Alice Hawthorne Center.

The meeting was adjourned.
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