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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


Project Information Sheet

Background

Douglas County and the City of Douglasville have undertaken a transportation study for the Chapel Hill Rd and Stewart Mill Rd corridors.  The study’s purpose is to develop short (immediate) and long-term transportation improvements to address current traffic congestion issues, as well as impacts of future growth in the corridor’s study areas.

The study includes two components, an Interim Report and a Final Report.  The Interim Report addresses the existing 2004 traffic conditions and recommends short-range improvements that can be completed relatively quickly to provide immediate relief.  The Final Report analyzes projected traffic conditions for the year 2024 and recommends long-range improvements for the two corridors.  

What’s Happening Now?

Interim Recommended Improvements

· Douglas County and the City of Douglasville will begin the engineering design phase for the Interim project improvements in Spring 2005. 

· Engineering design, right of way acquisition, and project construction will be jointly funded through the County’s and the City’s Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) plus state and federal funding.  

· Anticipated construction for the Interim projects is expected to begin in summer 2006.

Long Term Recommended Improvements

· Kimley-Horn and Associates, consultant for this project, has developed a Long Range Improvement Concept Plan for both Chapel Hill Rd and Stewart Mill Rd based on the following projected conditions: 

· Projected traffic growth is 1.0 to 5.0 percent per year for the next 20 years

· In order to achieve acceptable roadway and intersection levels of service, additional roadway capacity is required.

· Recommended improvements include widening Chapel Hill Rd to 8 lane divided roadway from I-20 to Douglas Blvd, 6 lane divided roadway from Douglas Blvd to Stewart Mill Rd, and 4 lane divided roadway from Stewart Mill Rd to State Route 166.

· Improvements for Stewart Mill Rd include widening to a 4 lane divided roadway from Chapel Hill Rd to Yancey Rd, 2 lane divided roadway from Yancey Rd to Central Church Rd, and widening Central Church Rd to a 4 lane divided roadway from Stewart Mill Rd to Hwy 5.

· Other improvements include additional left and right turn lanes, sidewalks, pedestrian amenities, installation of traffic signals, and coordinated signal systems throughout the corridors.

· Douglas County and the City of Douglasville will take public comments for the recommended Long Range Improvement Concept Plan until March 11, 2005.

· Public comments will be compiled and assessed and consideration will be given to each comment as recommended improvement plans are finalized.

· Currently, long-term improvement construction costs for Chapel Hill Road are estimated at $40 million dollars plus and programmed for federal funding and construction for the year 2021.  No projects are presently programmed for Stewart Mill Road at this time.  

· Recognizing that the year 2021 is “too far out in the future” and that no projects are programmed for Stewart Mill Road, Douglas County and the City of Douglasville wish to adopt the Long Range Improvement Concept Plan and begin negotiating with the Atlanta Regional Commission, Georgia Department of Transportation, and Federal Highway Administration in an effort to move project funding to as early as 2015 or sooner.
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