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Forum Minutes – June 14, 2005    


Attendees at CORE Forum:   John Stone, Chris Foote, Maurice Jones, Jackie Wright, Peggy Walker, Michael Budd, Bev Kartheiser, Judi Davis, Mitzi Teal Laurie Ross, Beverly Shatteen , Madra Guinn-Jones, Benjamin Lang, Joy Wells, Jennifer Inelianchele, Liz Byrd, Tod Citron, Carla Hungate, Teresa Smith, Agnes Brown, Barbara Moreno, Susan Denny, Pam McCollum, Jackie Leathers,  Nefetari Ricard, Gwen Craddieth, Joann Hawkins, Pat Wynn, Norene Herren, Laurie Blackwood, Carol Parr, Kenya Beyah, Cathy Wendholt-McDade, Kathe Eisenmann, Patrick Eisenmann, Lisa Crossman, Elizabeth Atkison, Jen Oberholtzer   
Lisa Crossman called the CORE Forum meeting to order. Pastor Ben Lang offered the invocation and led the Forum in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Following a review of the minutes a motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes for the May 10, 2005 CORE Forum.  

 

Douglas County Prevention Coalition Reports:

Douglas County Youth CORE Service Project
The Douglas County Youth CORE reported that they had engaged in a Community Service Project this year under the leadership of volunteers from Inner Harbour’s Americorp.  The 12 members of the Douglas Youth CORE were selected through an application process.  All members are currently leaders in organizations in their high school, churches, and/or communities.  The students selected participation in the Community Awareness Rally as their service project.  At the Rally the students distributed “Worth It” bags to teens.  These bags contained a bracelet indicating, “I’m Worth the Wait,” literature on alcohol, smoking and methamphetamine abuse, and a Teen-friendly Resource Card.  The Youth CORE also volunteered to assist with food stands, children’s rides, set up, and cleaning. As part of the festivities the students were interviewed on V103 radio station.  Their services were invaluable to the success of the Community Awareness Rally.  Subsequent projects included distributing “Worth It” bags and prevention information to students at the four Douglas County High Schools.  Members of Douglas Youth CORE have received scholarships for college and other awards highlighting their commitment to the community and public service.  Douglas Youth CORE received financial assistance from the United Way as well as grants and technical assistance from Adolescent Health and Youth Development, CORE, and Inner Harbour.   The report was presented by Patrick Eisenmann.
DC Meth Task Force Collaborative Efforts

The Meth Task Force in collaboration with the Prevention Coalition, Sheriff’s Department, DFCS and local social service organizations are sponsoring a Backpack Project to distribute backpacks to children who have been removed from Drug Labs.  Many churches, non-profits, and citizens have continued to donate items to the Backpack Project.  All organizations are encouraged to Adopt a Backpack.  Adolescent Health and Youth Development has been involved with the Drug Endangered Children Task Force and provided the backpacks for the Backpack Project.  A list of items needed for the Backpack Project was distributed.  New items may be submitted to the Fire Station at  3901 Chapel Hill Road (next to the Kroger).   The Community Service Board will operate the  24-hour call center for the Meth Task Force.  All staff, teachers, counselors, and administrators in the Douglas County school system have received training from the Meth Task Force.  Training conducting by the Meth Task Force has also been made available to parents and student organizations.  Douglas Youth CORE has included the Meth Task Force helpline number of their Resource Cards and they distribute Meth Awareness pamphlets at school.      The report was presented by the Sheriff’s Department, Elizabeth Atkison, Agnes Brown, Tod Citron, Mitzi Teal, and Patrick Eisenmann, 

DC Tobacco Use Prevention Coalition Celebration

The Douglas County Tobacco Use Prevention Coalition will celebrate the implementation of the statewide smoking ban during the 4th of July Parade.  Everyone is invited to join the coalition Monday, July 4, 2005 at 9:00a.m. to march in the parade and distribute informational brochures and freeze pops to the parade patrons.  Every participant will receive an incentive and opportunities for other prizes.  Please join the Thank You Celebration on July 4th.  The report was presented by Carol Parr.

How Healthy Are We In Douglas County?

Program

The Program “How Healthy are we in Douglas County” was offered by Joy Wells the Director of Health Assessment for Cobb & Douglas Public Health.  The Douglas County Public Health Centers are located at 670 Selman Drive in Douglasville. The Douglas County Environmental Health office is located in the Douglas County courthouse. Douglas County’s minority population has grown by 17% since 1990.   Such has increased the number of minorities and non-English speaking students in the Douglas County school system.  In 2002 Seventy percent (70%) of Douglas County residents were younger than 45 years old; 28% were under the age of 17.  The majority of residents in Douglas County are working age.  The birth rate in Douglas County has remained steady over the past 10 years. The mortality rate among blacks remains higher than for whites; however the average in Douglas is lower than the state rate. Over 75% of the 3 year olds in Cobb and Douglas are fully immunized. The child abuse and neglect rate has continued to rise using the current measures. The overall number of teen pregnancies has decreased.  The five leading causes of deaths in youths are motor vehicle accidents, all other accidents, cancer, suicide and birth defects.  4 out of 5 of these are considered preventable causes. The leading cause of death in adults is heart disease.  Everyone should request regular medical tests like blood pressure checks, cholesterol checks, pap smears, mammograms and colon screening. There are six easy steps to reduce Chronic Diseases: 1. have regular medical checkups and take medication as prescribed by your doctor; 2. do not use tobacco products; 3. drink alcohol sparingly; 4. eat foods in moderation; eat nutritious foods that are low in cholesterol and saturated fats and moderate in salt; 5. maintain a healthy weight; and 6. exercise 5 or more times a week for 30 minutes (with your physician’s permission).

Douglas Public Health conducts routine surveillance on 61 reportable diseases. The primary reasons citizens in Douglas County contact Public Health are dead birds, immunizations, STDs, meningococcal vaccine, West Nile virus, meningitis, travel immunizations and hepatitis issues.
There are a few easy steps that will help fight the spread of infectious disease: 
· Wash your hands often or use a waterless hand cleaner containing alcohol.

· Cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze. Properly dispose of kleenex.

· Get timely and routine immunizations.  Douglas Public Health Immunization Program and Travel Clinic www.health.state.ga.us/programs/immunizations
· Don’t overuse antibiotics.  Follow advice of your physician and pharmacist.

· Take pets for timely veterinary visits. 

· Follow food safety precautions  www.cdc.gov/foodsafety
· Follow safe sex practices

· Avoid mosquito and tick bites.  When outside use insect repellent containing DEET, following label directions (do not use on pregnant women or infants).

In case of disaster, there are several things a family can do to protect itself:
· Prepare a family disaster plan.

· Learn about community warning systems.

· Assemble a disaster supply kit.

· Educate yourself  about bioterrorism agents at www.bt.cdc.gov.

· Wear a MedicAlert bracelet if you have a specific medical condition.

Care To Share
Micheal Budd invited everyone to the Community Economic Development Snapshot on Wednesday, June15th at United Way.  

Visit the CORE Website for additional information. www.celebratedouglascounty.com Select Programs/CORE.  

The meeting was adjourned. 
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