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Forum Minutes – May 9, 2006    


Welcome Introduction
Lisa Crossman called the CORE Forum meeting to order. Ben Lang offered the invocation and led the Forum in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Following a review of the minutes a motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes for the April 11, 2006  CORE Forum.  

Sponsor Speaks
Tanner Behavioral Health (TBH) sponsored CORE in May in honor of Mental Health Awareness Month.  Tanner is a community partner with many organizations in this community.  TBH offers free confidential assessment to anyone with mental health and substance abuse issues.  They serve all ages.  The assessment determines what level of care the individual may need, reviews the insurance available, and provides three recommendations for treatment.  All assessment appointments may be made by calling the TBH 24-hour helpline (770.836.9551) or visiting the Emergency Care Centers in Villa Rica, Carrolton and Bremen.  The assessment to determine substance abuse issues is $75 and offers objective, reliable assessment of the level of abuse.  Transportation is provided for all services.  They accept Medicaid, PeachCare, and private insurances.  Some assistance is available for persons with no insurance.  They offer youth sexual offender programs, adult substance abuse programs, and mental health programs.  Contact Allison Hooten for additional information.  Thank you Tanner Behavioral Health for Sponsoring CORE today.

Community Update

Douglas County Youth CORE (DCYC) completed a National Youth Service Day Project which consisted of designing, drawing, and presenting a mural of Service Careers.  The eight members of DCYC teamed with Americorp advisors and member of the Boy’s and Girls Club Keystone group to complete the eight-canvas mural that will be permanently displayed in the new Douglas County Youth Health Center on East Strickland.  The mural depicts children dressed in service career attire including policemen, firemen, teachers, doctors, rangers, and environmentalists.  Each DCYC member had to teach the Keystone students about the service career they had chosen to draw and spend many days working together to complete the project.  The mural has been on display at Jessie Davis Park and the Douglas County Courthouse.  We are very proud of the DCYC members who manned this project from idea to implementation.  DCYC consists of local high school students who have excelled and are destined to be the future leaders of this community.  DCYC serves as the youth voice for Douglas CORE.
Program:  
Barbara Moreno presented information on Water Safety.  At the County Day at the Mall hundreds of citizens received the Watching You whistles and lanyards.  The purpose of these items is to ensure that when children are swimming and playing in water, there is one responsible adult whose only task is to watch the children.  That person wears the Watching You lanyard and the whistle for a specific time during water outings.  The children know to look for that special person if anything goes wrong in the water; it identifies the person in charge of protecting them as the Designated Watcher.   Additional Watching You lanyards will be purchased.  

An important Safety item that all pool owners should have is a special vent cover that will prevent hair from being sucked into the pool filter/drain, thereby drowning a child.  The suction in a pool is strong enough to prevent a child from being able to swim out of the water.  To prevent this, a special filter cover may be purchased at the local pool supplies stores that will allow the pool vent to function properly, but will not harm a child playing near the vent.  These and other safety measures are essential to protect our children and teens in the pools this summer.  Drowning is the leading cause of death for children 1-4 years. Drowning is a silent death.
On a sad note, Barbara Moreno has retired from Douglas SafeKids.  We will greatly miss her. 
Kim Washington provided the Program on Teen and Summer Safety.  
TEEN SAFETY IDEAS

Leading Causes of Injury and Deaths Facing Teens Today: 

Motor Vehicle Incidents:     178 Total Deaths               74 Deaths to Teenagers

· Adolescents between the ages of 15 and 17 are 5 times more likely to have a motor vehicle related death. 

· The primary cause of death for adolescents is driver error.

· Last year, 30 of the 45 children ages 15 to 17 years old for whom information was available were not wearing seat belts.

· Children in rural setting were 1.7 times more likely to be involved in a motor vehicle related death than children in urban settings.

· Underage drinking is most likely to kill young people under 21 than all illegal illicit drugs combined.

      (information based on 2004 Georgia Child Fatality Review Annual Report)

Homicide:     74 Total Deaths               19 Deaths to Teenagers

· Older teens (15-17) are more likely to be victims of homicide than younger teens (12-14).

· Firearms were the instrument of death in over 80% of teen homicides nationally

· In a study of unintentional handgun shootings of children under 16, nearly 40% of the shootings occurred in the homes of friends, relatives, most often when the children were unsupervised.

· Prevalence of loaded, unlocked guns in rural households was about twice that of urban households.

(information based on 2004 Georgia Child Fatality Review Annual Report)
Suicide:        26 Total Deaths                  16 Deaths to Teenagers

· White males are 5 times more likely than all other teens to be suicide victims.

· If a male has attempted suicide in the past, he is more than 30 times more likely to complete suicide, while a female with a past attempt has about 3 times the risk.

· Suicide is the third leading cause of death of adolescents.

(Information based on 2004 Georgia Child Fatality Review Annual Report)
Ideas for Teen Safety Initiatives

Motor Vehicle Safety:

· Driver’s education classes can be held during school or year round. Contact driver’s education programs to provide a class during the summer.

· Contact Car Control Techniques for drivers education classes http://www.carcontrol.com/index.htm or call 800-862-3277 

· Contact GTIPPI for simulator rollover demonstration or for drivers education classes

· Incorporate “teen court” within judicial system.

Homicide:

· Have a “stop and drop” in your gun day.  Encourage teens to get involved.

· Encourage parents to get teens involved in activities during summer, including working or volunteering.  Studies show that more active teens are less involved in violence.

· Have dances, events etc. for students during the summer.

· Create a school wide month of “non violence”.  Have violence prevention programs to speak with teens regarding conflict resolution, mediation etc.

Suicide

· Provide summer workshop to parents and teens on signs of depression and suicidal ideation.  Ask your local mental health agency if they already provide this type of workshop or are willing to present on this topic at the library or another location.

· Implement suicide prevention curriculum in the school system.  Contact Jeff Inman with Cobb County Schools on strategies at 770-499-3911; involve youth as peer educators or teach you methods on prevention if a friend speaks of suicide.

Bullying

· Incorporate bullying prevention curriculum in the schools including peer involvement strategy

· Include bullying as a topic for safety issues when talking to children and parents during a safety workshop.

Internet Safety:

· Schedule a class for teens and parents on internet safety.  Class can be held at the Library. Contact:  Georgia Office of Homeland Security for further information at http://www.gema.state.ga.us/ohsgemaweb.nsf
Prom Safety:

· A Buzz Free Prom is MADD’s  (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) new high school initiative to acknowledge the millions of young people who make responsible choices and encourage others to do the same during Prom season.A BuzzFree Prom School Kit includes powerful safety posters, a compelling 15 minute BuzzFree Prom DVD narrated by Miss Teen USA,  a giant signing banner featuring the MADD “PROMise to Keep it Safe,” BuzzFree ID Cards, pledge sheets, even BuzzFree buttons. The BuzzFree Prom website encourages prom goers as well as high schools, MADD chapters, sponsors and parents to purchase kits, download fundraising guides, safety tips and more. It is easy to order, and even simpler to implement.  Go to MADD’s website for more information at http://www.madd.org/under21/1168
Intimate Violence:

· Provide a workshop for boys and girls on domestic violence.  Contact the local domestic violence shelter to present.  

· Have a class on self-defense for adolescents, specifically girls on how to stay safe when in a violent situation.  Possibly Law Enforcement can sponsor a self-defense educator.

Alcohol

· Join the “Stop Alcohol Abuse Campaign”. The campaign includes television, radio, magazine, newspaper, and Internet advertising and aims to reach parents of children ages 11-15, parents who have children who have not yet started drinking.  http://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/

· Contact Chad Foster at 770-781-8794 to provide presentations by criminally charged and incarcerated drunk driving youth on the dangers of drinking and driving.

· Form a S.A.D.D. (Students Against Destructive Decisions) Chapter within your area.  S.A.D.D.  provides “students with the best prevention and intervention tools possible to deal with the issues of underage drinking, other drug use, impaired driving and other destructive decisions.” S.A.D.D.’s unique approach involves young people delivering education and prevention messages to their peers through school- and communitywide activities and campaigns responsive to the needs of their particular locations.  Contact Georgia’s S.A.D.D. Coordinator, Barbara Jones at 404-657-9246 or by email at bjones@gohs.ga.gov. for further information.

Additional strategies:

· Request a booth at a local fair or carnival.  Provide information to teens and families on child death and injury prevention at the “Safety Booth”. Request partners to attend and bring interactive safety items, such as GTIPPI ‘s rollover simulator etc.

· Have a “Safety Party” at the local high school. Invite partners (GTIPPI – Georgia Traffic Injury Prevention Institute, Public Health, SAFE Kids, S.A.D.D. etc.) to provide informational booths and to present on child death and injury issues related to teens.  Invite a famous speaker to discuss teen safety issues (WNBA, Atlanta Hawks, Atlanta Braves etc.). Have the drama class to create a skit on the prevention of injuries or deaths. Have  “fun” refreshments (pizza, soda, cookies include healthy items like trail mix, popcorn etc.)

· Create a Public Service Announcement sponsored by local teens on suicide prevention, motor vehicle death prevention etc.

· Have an art contest on the most creative safety message.  Ask the local newspaper to place the winner in the paper.  Ask the city Mayor to give a formal recognition to the winner.

· Create a public awareness campaign regarding a particular topic:  Example- Suicide, Bullying, etc.  Use brochures, billboards, public service announcements, local businesses support (Wal-Mart, Pizza Hut, McDonalds, car dealerships etc.).  Include all state and local agencies involvement (e.g. Health Department, Hospitals, DFCS, etc. to have information on subject for adolescents and parents) 

Key to successful community strategies:

· PROMOTE!! MARKET!!! - Not only to professionals, but to locations where teens visit the most.  Create flyers, signs etc.

· Have incentives for teens and parents such as door prizes (e.g. six flags tickets, aquarium tickets, movie tickets etc.)

· Partner with other agencies or organizations.  Need other agencies to provide location, incentives etc.

For more information on the above strategies or ideas for several more, please contact Kim Washington, Child Health Promotion Specialist with Georgia’s Division of Public Health at 404-463-2117 or kiwashington@dhr.state.ga.us
Care to Share

Only 49% of the clients who are eligible for the new state CMO program have chosen a new health plan 

Beth Warner from Amerigroup  is one of the three CMO providers.  Monday, May 15th will be the last day to choose a plan. A plan will be chosen for individuals who do not select a plan by May 15th.  Everyone should encourage their clients to enroll in a CMO.

Adolescent Health and Youth Development (Division of Douglas Public Health) is offering a Self Defense program for teenage females between the ages of 14 and 19.  The goal is to teach teens how to protect themselves and empower them to take care of themselves and their bodies.  Contact Brandi at 678.385.1371. 

Jocado Museum of Jazz History has art programs and musical instructions available for youths.  Contact Callye Burk Holmes for additional information.  
City of Douglasville Councilwoman Holmes encouraged us to invite all elected officials to any training in the community about youth safety issues.  

Tanner Behavioral Health is offering a Gang Awareness Training on May 30th at the State University of West Georgia.  Contact Alliton Hooten 770.456.3270 for additional information.

Domestic Violence Task Force of Douglas County (previously DV-Alert) meets the first Monday in the Development Services Conference Room #4 in the Courthouse at noon.  Anyone interested in Domestic Violence issues are welcome to attend.

Youth Summit will be offered in College Park on Saturday, May 13, 2006.  See Agnes Brown 770.514.2453 for additional information.

Bill Arp Elementary is moving to a new location and will open in August 2006.  They are selling Bricks to raise funds to build a playground.  Each brick is $30.  See Traci Sullivan to purchase a brick or call Bill Arp Elementary 770.651.3200.

SafeKids event will be held May 20, 2006 at Toys R Us.

Douglas County DFACS will relocate to Duralee Lane on June 3, 2006.  

Grandparents and Other Relative Raising Grandchildren has services available for   

Women to Women Intimately Speaking is having a workshop on Saturday June 10th  at the Holiday Inn Express.  The subject is “Combating Women’s Health”.  Registration is $15.  Tables are available.  See Callye Burk-Holmes for additional information.  

Special thanks to parents who helped with Prom Safety this year by working with LIMO services who had no alcohol policies in effect this year.  Very few incidences of teens abusing alcohol were reported this year during prom nights.  

CARE program at the Sheriff’s office is available to help teens learn how to drive safely.  Parent and teen trainings are available.  

Special thanks to Kim Washington, Barbara Moreno, Captain Sparks and Sgt. Traci Sullivan for the great information presented today.
Meeting adjourned.
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