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                 Forum July 11, 2006 Minutes

Attendees:  Linda Allen, Sara Claussen, Carol Parr, William Carr, Ben Lang, Rose Peley, Heather Jackson Jennifer Taylor, Emily Acker, Phillip Oliver, Agnes Brown, Leticia Mathis, Michelle Harrison, Peggy Walker, Larry Barnes, John Stone, Jackie Wright, Kim Johnson, Rhonda Case, Gina Brandenburg, Juby Webb, Sandra Fisher, Allison Hooten, Denise Harmon, Jacqueline Leathers, Joann Hawkins, Muja Martin, 

Program - Services for Seniors

Faithful Guardian (FG) Patient Advocacy Service offer long term care for patients in long term care facilities.  Primary goals of Patient Advocacy Services are the following:  

1.  Educate the family with regard to care for the elderly. One out of every three people will reside in a long term care facility.  One out of 11 people will live in a long term care facility for five or more years.  The population of seniors over 60 has doubled in the last twenty years and will double again over the next twenty years.    One out of every three patients will experience elder abuse in a nursing facility. Family members are generally not educated enough about Nursing Care to recognize or be aware of the abuse that occurs in facilities. 1/3 of patients will suffer from dehydration or malnutrition while in a facility.  (See www.consumeraffairs.com for atrocities against seniors.)
2. Protect family members. FG will assess the condition of the patient and adequacy of the facility to determine if proper attention and care are provided and visit the patient 1-6 times per month to check ongoing care. 60% of patients in nursing care never receive visitors.
3.  Serve as Liaison between family and staff.  FG communicates with the staff of the nursing home and provide watchdog services for the family.  Written reports are provided to the family.  Legal services in elder care are also included.
4.  Home Care Safety Checks.  In home services offered include CPR and fire safety training, and home inspections for senior safety such as ramp inspections.  

See brochures and website for additional information - www.faithfulguardian.com
Douglas Senior Services provide services to seniors in Douglas County who are at least 60 years of age.  They offer in home services that include light housekeeping, personal care, meals, respite care, transportation services, medical transport services, senior employment services, educational workshops, exercise/nutrition, arts and crafts, trips and visitations.  The goal is to assist seniors to remain as independent as possible by providing services that enable them to stay in their homes longer, stay active in their latter years, and maintain a high quality of life.  Volunteer opportunities include Meals on Wheel, home visitations, and transportation. Contact Judy Webb and Sandra Fisher for additional information (770-920-4290).
Woodie Fite Senior Center offers recreational activities for seniors ages 55 and older.  Activities include dancing, travel, newsletters, arts, crafts, socials, educational workshops, music recitals, camera club, scrap booking, sewing guild, strength training, walking club, yoga class, AARP meetings, health fairs, message therapy, and painting.  The goal is to keep mature citizens active.  Contact Rhonda Case for additional information:  678-626-5630. 

Community Update:  GANGS
A Criminal Street Gang is any organization, association, or group of three or more persons which engages in a pattern of criminal gang activity.  Common signs of gang activity include gang signs, symbols, tattoos, graffiti, attire, or other distinguishing characteristics (Georgia code section 16-5-3).  There must be a pattern of criminal activity to be considered a gang.  Gangs may be boys, girls, women, or men.  Children join gangs to fill the void of an unhappy home life, to compensate for lack of attention or no family,  to respond to peer pressure, to seek protection, excitement and/or money, to overcome feelings of insecurity, or to feed the sense of hopelessness in their lives.  To join a gang the children may be beat in, blessed in, or sexed in.  Gang activities include fighting, vandalism, graffiti, armed robbery, auto theft, weapon offenses, drive by shootings, home invasions, drug dealing, and sexual offenses.  Signs of possible gang involvement:  truancy or poor progress in schools, new friends that are not known to parents, money from unexplained sources, tattoos of stars, pitchforks or unexplained symbols, cuts in their eyebrows, certain clothing, unexplained symbols on books, folders, clothes, bedroom walls, and personal belongings, and frequent negative contacts with police.  A common gang in Douglasville is the FLIP SQUAD which consists of 15 known members, near middle schools, males, and ages 13-15. They graduate to THE SQUAD which is the high school gang.  How to deal with gangs? The Community must make a commitment to youth, assess the Gang problem in Douglasville, network, provide information to the police, study the gang situation, inform the community, develop a plan, and remain diligent.  Detective Jackie Wright is available to speak to organizations in the community regarding Gangs in Douglasville.   Pamphlets on gangs are available courtesy of Public Health’s Adolescent Health and Youth Development department.
Care to Share

September Saturdays is scheduled for September 16, 23, and 30, 2006.  September 23, 2006 is the Family Fun Festival.  Any social service organization that wants to participate in the Family Fun Festival may email Amanda at Amanda@Douglascore.com to register.  The booths will be on first come first served basis the day of the event, but you must register to set up a booth for free on September 23rd.   

The Douglas County Directory is currently being compiled.  If you want your organization listed in the Directory go to the website www.CelebrateDouglasCounty.com and look for the dark green horizontal bar about midway down the page.  Find the word “Directory”, click on it and follow instructions.  Also, the Community Calendar is now open to the general public.  Look for the Calendar on the right-hand side of the County web page.  Click on the button that says CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMUNITY CALENDAR EVENT.  Both of these services are free to all Douglas County organizations.   Always check the virtual calendar before you plan an event for your organization to ensure that there is no conflict with other organizations in the County.  There were 230,000 hits on the County website last year.   DCTV23 is also available.   
Meeting Adjourned
Thank you to Greystone Power for sponsoring refreshments for the Forum.

Special thanks to Phillip Oliver for providing AV and technical assistance today.
Contact AMANDA:  email:  Amanda@DouglasCore.com or  phone:  770-920-7438
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