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Forum Minutes August 14, 2007

Community Update:
Teri Bono, Council on Alcohol Program Liaison provided an update on the alcopops and energy drinks.  There are 6 cups of coffee in every energy drink.  Now, some energy drinks contain not only 6 cups of coffee, but also 6 ounces of alcohol.  Alcoholic Beverage companies have also created “Spikes” which are small kool-aid flavored drinks that have 6% alcohol and are used by students to spike their regular beverages. Spikes were sold for $1 per shot. According to the Alcohol Beverage industry, they will no longer produce “Spikes”.  Parents must be aware of the music to which their children are listening.  Popular songs such as “Suicidal” promote behaviors that are quite dangerous and risky for children.  The Douglas County Underage Drinking Task Force is committed to keeping the public informed about the marketing, media, placement and promotion of alcoholic products that are directed toward children.  Please sign up to work on the Douglas County Underage Drinking.
Program:  
The program was provided by Kimberly King Brock, MPH
Public Health Liaison for the Center for Emergency Preparedness & Response

Cobb & Douglas Public Health (Office: 770-514-2331 or email: Kimking@dhr.state.ga.us ). The Emergency Preparedness Teams works on all hazards Planning & Preparedness to collaborate with partners preparing for: biologic agents-anthrax, smallpox, plague, nuclear war, natural-hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, NDMS, Pandemic flu, and chemical attacks. The role of Public Health is primarily health & medical (medical management and treatment) and mass care  (assist in the staffing of red cross shelters) this includes the following duties: health care, fatality management, laboratory processes, mental health & sheltering support, communications, EPI investigations, environmental surety, quarantine,  evacuation decisions, implement non-pharmaceutical interventions, pharmacy and immunization decisions, capability of private medical care, coordination of delivery of patient care, patient tracking & follow-up,  and maintaining routine health care.  County wide planning and preparedness efforts include the following key members of the community: emergency management, health system partners & response agencies, elected leaders, physicians, business community, volunteer, faith-based, and community service agencies. The primary goals of this group are (1) to maintain the provision of health care services and sustaining essential critical community services during the crisis; and (2) to increase awareness, limit public panic and speculation, and sustain confidence in the public health system by implementing a strategy that effectively communicates Risk Communications such that the message is clear, concise and accurate regarding the course of the pandemic and the response activities.  Another function of the group is to provide ongoing technical support to the health care system by communicating current surveillance and reporting guidelines, recommendations for clinical case management, infection control measures, laboratory testing, and the appropriate timeframe in which one may return to work.
The Emergency Preparedness Team (EPT) prepares for Medical Surge Capacity including mass casualty and mass fatality incidents (1) to recommend/deliver anti-virals/vaccine to physicians, hospitals, businesses and the public, (2) secure infrastructure, (3)“Lock down” and secure hospitals, and (4) transfer patients to make the first flu hospital.  This protocol requires Central Medical control for hospital admissions, the opening of two Neighborhood Emergency Help Centers to assess and provide basic treatment and stabilization for flu patients, monitoring of  home care patients and planning with Medical Examiners Office, funeral directors and clergy for burial services.  

In Collaboration with mental health partners the EPT develops plans and strategies for the psychosocial issues of health care workers, response personnel and their families and the public which includes illness & death among colleagues and family, fear of contagion, sadness, anger, guilt, exhaustion, constant stress, and powerlessness.
What supplies do we have now? 40,000 N95 masks, 367 portable beds, Trauma trailer with extensive medical supplies, (on order)2-50 bed portable hospitals, satellite phones, 800 mhz radios, Wireless broadband Web cards, PPE & Decon to hospitals & EMS, Communications equipment to EMS and hospitals, funding to hospitals for surge capacity.

Individual and Family Preparedness and Business Continuity Preparedness protocol suggest that families should stock a minimum of three (3) weeks of food, water and Over The Counter medicines and know the Preparedness Plans-who to call, where to meet, etc.  For additional information on Family Preparedness Plans visit www.pandemicflu.gov or www.ready.gov.  
Care to Share

September is National Preparedness Month. 
September Saturdays Family Fun Day Sept. 22nd  
Family Fun Day is Saturday, September 22, 2007.  All active CORE organizations may have a free table.  Contact CORE to reserve a table.

SHARE House Walk-A-Thon  is Saturday, September 22, 2007 at 9am.  The entry fee is $25. Phone:  770-949-0626 or 770-830-0026.
Marsha Younce announced that Tanner is building a new psychiatric facility with 332 beds.  The groundbreaking is in October.

CIS Mentor Training is September 15th and 28th  at the Board of Education Office.

The Door (678-715-1677) is the transitional housing program for chronically homeless single men with mental health and substance abuse issues.

New Start Resources offers a weekly Job Fair on Thursdays at 6625 Sweetwater Road (678-213-2171).  They are selling Entertainment Books as a fundraiser.  Please see Carolyn White to purchase a Book or visit the New Start Resources table at September Saturdays Family Fun Day.
Douglasville Psychological Outpatient Services (678-838-9336) Grand Opening is September 5, 2007.   
Sheltering Arms Operation Storybook -  Every Sheltering Arm Center will read the same stories to every student.  Students will be given one book per month for their personal library.  The roll out of the program is September 14, 2007.  Contact Paige Quebick at 404-523-2767.

Human and Social Services Providers’ Trainings schedule is available on the Resource Table.
Community Cookout for Foster and Adopting Parents is August 24, 2007 at the Kroger on Highway 5.
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