
Board of Health / Community Services Board 

 

No. of Members: Seven 

Term Length:  Six Years 

Term Limit:  None 

Compensation:  None 

Training Required:   None 

Meeting Schedule:  Quarterly (1st Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. BOC Board Room) 

   March, June, September, December (one annual retreat) 

Appointment: Three members are appointed by Board of Commissioners. 

Description: Established per Georgia Code 31-3. The Board exists to provide quality 

comprehensive health care to the residents of Douglas County. It offers 

proactive, community-oriented programs that are designed to reach the 

public and establish a preventative care norm.   
 
Membership: Members include (1) Chairman of BOC; (2) licensed physician practicing in the county 
appointed by the BOC; (3) consumer, or a person from an advocacy agency or group, which member will 
represent on the board the county's consumers of health services appointed by the BOC; (4) consumer 
member who will represent on the board the county's needy, underprivileged, or elderly community 
appointed by the BOC;  (5) consumer or licensed nurse appointed by the City Council;  (6) Mayor of the City of 

Douglasville; and  (7) superintendent of the Douglas County School System.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

§ 31-3-4.  Powers  

 

   (a) The county board of health is empowered to: 

 

   (1) Establish and adopt bylaws for its own governance. Meetings shall be held no less 

frequently than quarterly; 

 

   (2) Exercise responsibility and authority in all matters within the county pertaining to 

health unless the responsibility for enforcement of such is by law that of another agency; 

 

   (3) Take such steps as may be necessary to prevent and suppress disease and 

conditions deleterious to health and to determine compliance with health laws and rules, 

regulations, and standards adopted thereunder; 

 

   (4) Adopt and enforce rules and regulations appropriate to its functions and powers, 

provided such rules and regulations are not in conflict with the rules and regulations of the 

department. Such rules and regulations must be reasonably adapted to the purposes 

intended and must be within the purview of the powers and duties imposed upon the 

county board of health by this chapter; 

 

   (5) Receive and administer all grants, gifts, moneys, and donations for purposes 

pertaining to health pursuant to this chapter; 

 

   (6) Make contracts and establish fees for the provision of public health services provided 

by county boards of health, including but not limited to environmental health services, 

which fees may be charged to persons or to establishments and premises within the 

county for inspection of such establishments, premises, structures and appurtenances 

thereto, or for other county board of health services. All such fees may be used to defray 

costs of providing such local services and shall supplement but not replace state or federal 

funding. No person shall be denied services on the basis of that person's inability to pay. 

The scope of services, operating details, contracts, and fees approved by the county board 

of health shall also be approved by the district director of health. No fees for 

environmental health services may be charged unless the schedule of fees for such 

services has been approved by the county governing authority; 

 



   (7) Contract with the Department of Community Health or other agencies for assistance 

in the performance of its functions and the exercise of its powers and for supplying 

services which are within its purview to perform, provided that such contracts and 

amendments thereto shall have first been approved by the department. In entering into 

any contracts to perform its functions and to exercise its powers, and for supplying 

services which are within its purview to perform, any county board of health or any health 

district created under the authority of Code Section 31-3-15 shall be considered an agency 

and such agency shall have the authority to contract with any other county board of 

health; combination of county boards of health; any other health district; public or private 

hospitals; hospital authorities; medical schools; training and educational institutions; 

departments and agencies of the state; county or municipal governments; persons, 

partnerships, corporations, and associations, public or private; the United States 

government or the government of any other state; or any other legal entity; and 

 

   (8) The county board of health in each county of this state having a population of 

400,000 or more according to the United States decennial census of 1990 or any future 

such census is authorized to develop and implement activities for the prevention of 

injuries and incorporate injury prevention measures in rules and regulations which are 

within the purview of the county board of health to promulgate which shall be effective 

when adopted by an ordinance of the county governing authority. 

 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions contained in subsection (a) of this Code section and 

Code Section 31-3-5, nothing contained in this Code section or Code Section 31-3-5 shall 

be construed to empower a county board of health to adopt any rules or regulations or 

provisions to enforce any rules or regulations pertaining to matters provided for or 

otherwise regulated pursuant to the provisions of Part 1 of Article 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 

12, the "Georgia Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Act," as now or hereafter 

amended, or the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to such part. 

 

§ 31-3-5.  Functions  

 

   (a) Subject to the provisions of Code Section 31-2-12 and subsection (b) of this Code 

section, each county board of health shall have and discharge, within its jurisdiction, 

subject to any valid local Act which shall remain in force and effect, the following 

functions: 

 

   (1) To determine the health needs and resources of its jurisdiction by research and by 

collection, analysis, and evaluation of all data pertaining to the health of the community; 

 

   (2) To develop, in cooperation with the department, programs, activities, and facilities 

responsive to the needs of its area; 

 

   (3) To secure compliance with the rules and regulations of the department that have 

local application; and 

 

   (4) To enforce, or cause enforcement of, all laws pertaining to health unless the 

responsibility for the enforcement of such laws is that of another agency. 

 

(b) Each county board of health shall have the power and duty to adopt regulations 

providing standards and requirements governing the installation of on-site sewage 

management systems within the incorporated and unincorporated area of the county, 

subject to the provisions of Code Section 31-2-12, any rules and regulations promulgated 

under Code Section 31-2-12, and subsection (d) of this Code section. Such regulations 

shall include and be limited to the following: 

 

   (1) Specifying the locations within the incorporated and unincorporated area of the 



county where on-site sewage management systems may be installed; 

 

   (2) Specifying the minimum lot size or land area which may be served by an on-site 

sewage management system based on scientific data regarding on-site sewage 

management systems; 

 

   (3) Specifying the types of residences, buildings, or facilities which may be served by 

on-site sewage management systems; 

 

   (4) Issuing permits for the installation of on-site sewage management systems prior to 

such installation; 

 

   (5) Inspecting on-site sewage management system installations prior to the completion 

of the installation; and 

 

   (6) Providing for ongoing maintenance of such systems, except for nonmechanical 

residential sewage management systems. 

 

(c) Nothing in this Code section or in Code Section 31-3-5.1 shall limit the power of a 

county or municipal governing authority to exercise its zoning powers or to establish 

minimum lot sizes larger than the minimum lot sizes specified pursuant to subsection (b) 

of this Code section. 

   (d)(1) Any person may register with the department to conduct soil investigations and 

prepare soil reports of a site within the state for an on-site sewage management system 

who meets any one of the following criteria: 

 

      (A) Qualifies as a soil classifier as defined in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of this 

subsection; 

 

      (B) Holds a valid certificate of registration as a professional engineer issued pursuant 

to Chapter 15 of Title 43 and is practicing within his or her area of engineering 

competency; 

 

      (C) Holds a valid certificate of registration as a registered geologist issued pursuant to 

Chapter 19 of Title 43 and is practicing within his or her area of geologic competency; or 

 

      (D) Is a soil and water conservation technician as defined in subparagraph (A) of 

paragraph (3) of this subsection. 

   (2) Upon the submission of an evaluation of the suitability of a site within the state for 

an on-site sewage management system by such a person who is registered with the 

department, the county board of health shall be required to accept the evaluation unless 

such evaluation is found by the county board of health to be deficient or questionable. If 

the county board of health finds such evaluation to be deficient or questionable, the board 

shall, within three working days of making such finding, issue a written determination 

stating all deficiencies and all measures needed to correct the deficiencies. A copy of this 

determination shall be provided to the state director of environmental health. 

 

   (3) As used in this subsection, the term: 

 

      (A) "Soil and water conservation technician" means a person employed as a soil and 

water conservation technician by a soil and water conservation district provided for in 

Article 2 of Chapter 6 of Title 2. 

 

      (B) "Soil classifier" means a person who: 

 

         (i) Holds at least a bachelor of science degree from an accredited college or 



university with a major in soil science or a related field of science. This degree shall 

include 30 semester credit hours or equivalent quarter credit hours in the biological, 

physical, chemical, and earth sciences with a minimum of 15 semester credit hours or 

equivalent quarter hours in soil science courses meeting the following distribution: 

 

            (I) A minimum of one course in soil classification, morphology, genesis, and 

mapping; and 

 

            (II) The remaining soil science credits must be in at least three of the following 

eight categories: introductory soil science; soil fertility; soil microbiology; soil chemistry; 

soil physics; soil management, soils and land use, or soils and the environment; soil 

mineralogy; or a three credit maximum in independent study, geology, or hydrology; and 

 

         (ii) Has at least four years of verifiable full-time or equivalent part-time experience 

under the supervision of a soil classifier who has met the education and experience 

requirements provided in this subparagraph. Such experience must be obtained after 

meeting all educational requirements defined in this subparagraph and must have been 

spent actively mapping, identifying, and classifying soil features and interpreting the 

influence of soil features on soil uses including, but not limited to, conducting soil 

investigations for determining the suitability of sites for on-site sewage management 

systems as approved by the department's soil classifiers advisory committee; and 

 

         (iii) Has successfully passed a written examination pertaining to site investigations 

for on-site sewage management systems administered or approved by the department. 


