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Safe Kids Douglas County’s Mission is to create an environment in Douglas County where children are free from preventable traumatic injuries through the use of strong community partnerships, advocacy, education, public awareness and, distribution of safety equipment. Their visions is “Safe Kids Douglas County will be the lead provider for injury prevention, education, and advocacy to ensure a safe place for our children to live, develop, and play, free from preventable accidental injury.”  On  8/30/2010 NPR published 5 Worries Parents Should Drop, And 5 They Shouldn’t.  Based on a survey, the top five worries in order were: kidnapping, school snipers, terrorists, dangerous strangers, and drugs. The probability that a child will be injured by anything on this list is negligible.  The primary causes of injury and death for children are the following:  car accidents, homicide (usually not a stranger; known individual), abuse, suicide, and drowning.  Interesting statistics that motivates their work are:  accidents (unintentional injuries) are the leading cause of death for children 14.  Accidents occur as a result of motor vehicle crashes, drowning, suffocation, fires/burns, and pedestrian-related incidents.  The groups most likely to suffer from these types of injuries are younger children, males, minorities, and impoverished youth.  SafeKids Douglas offers several programs to help educate the public about the dangers that are ever present and often ignored. Some of the programs include:  Pedestrian safety (Walk this Way), Bike/wheel safety (Bike rodeos), Water safety (pool, spa, open water, home), Home safety (poisons/medicines, baby safety), Children In and Around Cars (child passenger safety or CPS, Spot the Tot), Fire and burn safety, CPS Program and Car Seat Checks.  We offer Care Seat Checks twice a month.  The public is asked to make an appointment to have their carseats inspected and to be educated about proper installation of the seat and of the child in the seat.  In Hot-lanta and most of the country this summer, a leading cause of childhood injury is Heatstroke also called overheating and hyperthermia.  Since March of 2011, there have been nine (9) instances of children dying after being left unattended in a vehicle. The most recent was on June 11, 2011; she was a 1.5 year old girl in Texas.  2010 was the deadliest year since recording began in 1998 for hyperthermia.  To date, 500+ children have died of hyperthermia. Temperatures in a car can soar 20 plus degrees within ten minutes on a sunny day.  Injury or death can occur in as little as five minutes.  Cracking windows and parking in the shade are not effective at preventing injury.  If you see a child alone in a vehicle, CALL 911.   Prevent entrapment by teaching kids not to play in any vehicle, especially the trunk; lock all doors and the trunk, even when at home. Place something important (cell phone, purse, briefcase) on the floor in front of the child in the car to help you remember to take them out the car when you arrive at the destination.  Set reminders/alerts on your phone, with your e-mail, or have an agreement with your daycare to contact you if your child is late (be careful if you change your routine).  

Other Summer Safety Tips:  

Grilling safety – keep the grill away from fire hazards, such as overhanging limbs, siding, deck railings, eaves, and areas where there are games/pedestrian traffic. Avoid a grease fire by cleaning the grease trap regularly.  Use long-handled tools to keep clear of heat and flames.  Do not wear loose clothing. Establish a “kid free” zone around the grill using tape. 
Fireworks safety - In 2008, there were approximately 7,000 injuries;  between 6/20/2008 and 7/20/2008, 40% of those 7,000 injuries were children 14 and under (<5 years, 14%, 5 – 14 years 26%).  Sparklers accounted for 1/3 of the injuries for children under 5.  Other common injuries include burns, lacerations and contusions.  Websites and documents that will help you keep your child safe are the following:

•	NPR Article – Shots Blog:  http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2010/08/30/129531631/5-worries-parents-should-drop-and-5-they-should
•	Elevating risk factors:  http://www.safekids.org/our-work/research/fact-sheets/high-risk-fact-safety.html
•	Grilling Safety Information: http://www.safekids.org/blog/grilling-up-summer-safety.html
•	Fireworks facts:  http://www.norwoodparkfire.org/links.asp  or www.safekids.org
•	Drowning statistics and facts: http://www.safekids.org/our-work/research/fact-sheets/drowning-prevention-fact-sheet.html
•	Bicycle/wheeled safety information:  http://www.safekids.org/our-work/research/fact-sheets/
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