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Total Population:  Douglas County 136,379 U. S. Census 
2013 Estimates 

(latest) 

By Gender   

          Male 65,598 48.1% 

          Female 70,781 51.9% 

By Age   

          Under 19 41,901 30.7% 

          20 - 24 8,076 5.9% 

          25 - 34 17,457 12.8% 

          35 - 44 21,983 16.1% 

          45 - 54 20,341 14.9% 

          55 - 64 14,347 10.5% 

          65 and Over 12,274 9.0% 

Median Age 35.3 years  

By Race/Ethnicity   

          Caucasian 72,280 53.0% 

          African-American 57,961 42.5% 

          Asian 2,318 1.7% 

          American Indian/Alaska Native 545 0.4% 

          Identified by two or more 3,137 2.3% 

          Hispanic or Latino 12,138 8.9% 
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Douglas County Board of Commissioners 

Douglas County is 200 square miles of rolling Georgia countryside that is a great place to live.  We are a 
thriving community that boasts subdivisions, farms, business and commercial centers, industrial areas, 

high-tech corridors and much more.  We have planned for our future, and take conservative steps to                 
ensure that it is great for future generations as well as our own.  We budget within our means; have no 
long-term debt; and have an honest tax rate.  We offer more services than most counties our size, and 

are proud to do so.  We communicate with our citizens, and they with us, and that makes our government 
and our County a great place to be! 

Douglas County 
Founded:  1870 
Namesake:  Fredrick Douglass (19th Century                       
abolitionist) and Stephen A. Douglas (Illinois Senator 
and political opponent of Abraham Lincoln) 

1998 Courthouse 
(current) 

1956 - 1998 Courthouse 
(houses the Douglas County 
Museum of History and Art & 
the Douglas County Tourism 
Center) 

1898 - 1956 Courthouse 
(destroyed by fire) 
1870 - 1898 Courthouses 
were temporary structures on 
the site of the 1898 building. 
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DOUGLAS COUNTY  
FIRE/EMS 

DEPARTMENT 

 

Structure Fires 144 
Vehicle Fires 89 
Grass and Rubbish Fires 180 
Other Fires 21 
Explosions and Overheating/No Fire 16 
Emergency Medical Calls 11,316 
Hazardous Conditions/No Fire 301 
Service Calls 1,455 
Welfare/Non-Emergency Assistance 1,329 
False Alarm/False Call 786 
Severe Weather and Natural Disaster 28 

Special Incident Type 114 
Investigations 113 
Arson Suspicious 30 
Convictions 8 
Fire Safety Inspections 1,896 
Construction Plan Reviews 190 
Sprinkler Plan Reviews 44 
Commercial Site Plan Reviews 45 
Residential Subdivision Site Plan Reviews 7 
Impact Study Reviews 8 
Complaints Investigated 14 
Inspection Violations Discovered 1,675 
Inspection Violations Corrected 1,447 
Man-hours of Structured Fire Training 5,544 
Man-hours of Approved EMS Training 4,200 

Sheriff’s Department K9 Unit 
 Lt. Mike Barnhill and Sgt. Ace (German Shepherd) 
 Lt. Billy Lashley and K9 Milo (German Shepherd) 
 Deputy Clint Adams and K9 Bando (German Shepherd) 
 Deputy Brian Tolbert and K9 Hero  (German Shepherd) 
 Deputy Joshua Skinner and K9 Lord (German Shepherd) 
 Deputy Chris Reeves and K9 Dino (German Shepherd) 
 Lt. John Jewell and Big (Springer Spaniel) 
2014 Totals 
 Drug Sniffs   45 
 Drug Seizures   15 lbs. marijuana 
     10 oz. cocaine 
     67 lbs. methamphetamine 
     5 grams heroin 
 Trackings   85 
 Area Searches     5 
 Building Searches  5  
 Apprehensions  17  
 Warrant Assists  30 
 Other Agency Assists  10 
 Call-outs   8  
 Demonstrations  55  
 Nestle/Purina provides dog food to the K9 unit at no cost. 
 “Pennies for Police Service Dogs” raised $6,354 for Chase 

Away K9 Cancer in 2014. 

 Speeding                       
Citations 

DUI 
Arrests 

2005 4188 496 

2006 4466 544 

2007 5648 590 

2008 8129 565 

2009 6431 564 

2010 5396 582 

Traffic                        
Fatalities 

26 

21 

16 

16 

14 

13 

Traffic 
Injuries 

2392 

2057 

2201 

1353 

1435 

1144 

Seatbelt/ 
Child Restraint 

583/71 

796/78 

1565/141 

2149/185 

1642/302 

2390/302 

2011 5630 396 13 1144 2390/261 

2012 6163 473 22 1223 2415/321 

2013 5843 214 19 1118 1883/255 

2014 5413 224 13 1036 1247/203 

 Traffic Safety Unit:  concentrates efforts on commercial vehicles to ensure they are operating safely 
 FIND Unit:  joint City/County unit to monitor criminal activity and safety along Interstate 20 
 HEAT Unit (Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic):  supported by the Governor’s Office of                    

Highway Safety to target special safety problems such as DUI, child restraints/seatbelts & reckless driving 

 enhanced sex offender registry information on web site 
 on-line jail inmate information on web site 
 14,082 facebook followers with 3,449 new "likes" in 2014 
 598 articles posted on web site and facebook 
 950,000 web site hits in 2014 
 291 teens and 164 parents completed the CARE Program 

Training Exercise at 
New Manchester High School 

Special Response Vehicles/Humvees with 
4-wheel Drive Obtained from Military 

Surplus for Weather/Emergencies 

Sheriff's Department Dispatch Room 
New Digital Repeater Radio System 

Prisoner Work Detail Van 

K9 Big 

www.sheriff.douglas.ga.us 

Town and Country Upholstery 
Building Fire, Downtown Douglasville 

Structured Fire Training New Rescue Units Placed in Service 

DCFD at County Government Day Douglas County Fire/EMS HQ 

DOUGLAS COUNTY E-911 2014 

911 Calls 108,326 

Fire Calls 3,690 

Emergency Medical Calls 12,705 

Sheriff's Department Calls 34,433 

Georgia State Patrol Calls 134 

Douglas County E-911 averages a call 
into its center every 27 seconds 

 

Severe Weather Warning Sirens 18 in Douglasville 
18 in Douglas County 

Douglas County Fire/EMS provides fire services to  
unincorporated Douglas County and by contract to the City 
of Douglasville and the Douglas County portion of the City 

of Villa Rica.  Douglas County Fire/EMS provides  
emergency medical services throughout Douglas County, 

including its cities. 

Douglas County EMA received 
$278,223 in grants in 2014 for a 

500kw generator, an update to the 
hazard mitigation plan, Dive Team 
equipment, and EM performance.  

The Emergency Operations Center 
was fully activated 3 times in 2014 
for emergency situations, and used 

numerous times for training and  
public safety meetings. 

Honorable 
Phil D. Miller, Sheriff 

Scott Spencer, 
Fire/EMS Chief 



COUNTY FLEET 2014 

Cars and SUVs 257 

Vans and Buses 132 

Heavy Trucks 33 

Light Trucks 133 

Fire Trucks 18 

Rescue Units 13 

Heavy Equipment and Implements 194 

Small Equipment 449 

Gallons of Gas Used in 2014 154,115 

Gallons of Diesel Used in 2014 109,228 

Preventive Maintenance Services 1,082 

Road Calls 81 

Repair Orders 3,146 

Equipment Vehicle/Mechanic Ratio 136.5 to 1 

On-line Surplus Auction Proceeds (non-
productive vehicles and equipment) 

$67,462.80 

Fuel Transactions 14,974 

Work Orders 2,851 

Man-hours Expended 8,574 

Development Services 2014 
Building Permits and Inspections  

     Subdivision Construction Plans 1 

     Subdivision Final Plats 9 

     Commercial/Industrial Plan Review 19 

     Architectural Reviews 19 

     Building Plan Reviews 99 

     Commercial Land Disturbance Permits 24 

     Commercial Building Permits 5                      

     Residential Grading Permits 184 

     Residential Building Permits 157 

Occupational Tax/Business Licenses  

     New Business Licenses 406 

     Business License Renewals 2,467 

     Beer, Wine, and Liquor Licenses 129 

Planning and Zoning/Code Enforcement  

     Re-zoning Applications 8 

     Code Enforcement Cases Investigated 932 

     Code Enforcement Court Cases 59 

     Pounds of Illegal Signs Disposed 645 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program  

     Homes Purchased 5 

     Homes Sold 6 

     Homes Under Contract 7 

     Subdivision Preliminary Plats 3 

Douglas County Library 
6810 Selman Drive 

 
Lithia Springs/Betty Hagler 

Library 
7100 Turner Drive 

 
Dog River Library 

6100 Georgia Highway 5 

Douglas County  
Public Libraries 

 

2014 Circulation 567,865 

Circulation per capita 4.16 

Visitors 386,623 

Programs conducted 413 

No. of People Attend-
ing Library Programs 

13,708 

PC usage and Wi-Fi 
passes 

63,236 

Reference transactions 13,911 

www.CelebrateDouglasCounty.com 
4,073,853 hits to the web site during 2014 
     11,161 hits per day 
       1,311 pages on web site 
       1,581 documents on web site 
       9,940 subscribers to Douglas County   
  Happenings 
       7,833 likes to Douglas County 
   Happenings on  
   facebook  

BOC/P&Z 
Meetings 

the programs of dctv23, the Douglas 
County government access TV channel 

Channel 23 on Xfinity/Comcast  
Channel 99 on AT&T U-Verse 

Always on at www.dctv23.com 

November 4, 2014 General Election  

Number of Registered Voters 83,031 

Number of Votes Cast 38,087 

Percentage of Voter Turnout 45.87% 

Animal Services 
 Douglas County Animal Services responded to 4,597 calls 

in 2014 
 In 2014, a total of 2,971 animals were received by Animal 

Services,: 
 1,330 cats 
 1,570 dogs 
 34 birds, 3 donkeys, 2 horses, 5 goats, 1 ferret,  

and 5 pigs 
 In 2014, a total of 2,121 animals were adopted, fostered, 

reclaimed by owner or taken by rescue organizations 
 698 cats 
 1,365 dogs 
 3 donkeys, 2 horses and 5 goats 

 In 2014, a total of 616 animals were euthanized 
 In 2014, Animal Services investigated 238 bite cases 
 In 2014, design began on a new Animal Services/Shelter 

building to be located in Deer Lick Park 

Dog River LibraryDog River Library  

Development Services includes building permits and inspections,                      
occupational tax/business licenses, planning and zoning, engineering, and 

code enforcement. 
The Penny McHenry Hydrangea Festival,                  

September Saturdays Festival, the County web 
site, Douglas County Happenings newsletter,  

and dctv23 are programs of the Douglas 
County Department of Communications and 

Community Relations. 

Douglas County Board of Elections conducts all 
elections for the County, its cities and the Board of 

Education. 

The September Saturdays Festival 
is held annually on the last two 
Saturdays in September at the  

Douglas County Courthouse, and 
is the largest annual festival in the 

County, drawing an estimated 
40,000 people.  It features a com-

munity marketplace, concerts, 
rides, exhibits, and night movie. 

The Penny McHenry Hydrangea 
Festival is held annually on the 
first full weekend of June, and is 

the largest annual tourism-
related festival in the County.  It 

features a Standard Flower 
Show, festival markets, garden 

tours, miniature gardens in 
wheelbarrows, and much more. 

DOUGLAS COUNTY  
LANDFILL 

2014 

     Number of Customer Transactions 74,321 

     Solid Waste Disposed 35,711 Tons 

     Solid Waste Recycled 11,306 Tons 

     Percent of Recycled versus Disposed 31.7% 

Douglas County owns and operates the Cedar Mountain Landfill and 
Camp Road Transfer Station.  The Landfill accepts construction and  

demolition debris and recyclables; household garbage is transferred to a 
disposal landfill in another county.  All solid waste programs are funded 
through the Landfill Enterprise Fund which is supported by user fees.  

No tax dollars are used for solid waste operations. 

Just some interesting facts... 2014 

Pieces of Mail Sent 184,103 

Postage Cost $118,934.07 

Number of Purchase Orders Issued 9,790 

Amount of Purchase Orders Issued $27,271,613.08 

Tax and Tag Office 
 Sold 122,213 car tags in 2014 
 Issued 22,249 titles 
 Received 83,686 telephone inquiries 

Douglas County Employees 
 Judicial/Courts   178 15% 
 Fire/EMS   168 14% 
 Sheriff’s Department 356 30% 
 E911      24    2% 
  Emergency Management     2    0.2% 
 Administration  453 38% 
Total                1,181 
Frozen/Unfilled Positions      40 

Fleet Management is a County department that maintains most County 
vehicles and equipment, including Sheriff's patrol cars, Fire/EMS  

engines and rescue units, DOT equipment, and Rideshare vans.  It also 
maintains the County's gas station. 

Douglas County Animal Services provides animal control and shelter 
services to unincorporated Douglas County and by contract to the City 

of Douglasville and the Douglas County portion of the City of Villa 
Rica. 



 Annual Road Resurfacing:  31.63 miles in 2014; 
23.16 miles planned for 2015 

 Lee Road Interchange:  projected completion of Oc-
tober 2015 

 Lee Road Widening:  right-of-way acquisition under-
way for construction to widen Lee Road to 4 lanes; con-
struction anticipated to begin in 2016 

 Bankhead Highway/Mann Road Intersection:  
right-of-way acquisition underway to realign Post Road, 
Mann Road and Bankhead Highway to a safer configura-
tion with a traffic signal; construction anticipated to 
begin in 2015 

 Highway 166/92 Intersection:  the current Y inter-
section will be replaced with a roundabout currently un-
der design with construction scheduled for 2016 

 Intelligent Transportation System Expansion:  
installation of fiber optic communication, closed circuit 
television cameras, and IT devices to connect traffic 
signals on south Chapel Hill Road, Fairburn Road and 
Bankhead Highway; includes 7 additional miles of cable 
and connecting 24 signals in 2015 

Parks and                        
Recreation 

 

All-weather Tennis 
Courts 

11 

Athletic Fields 58 

Picnic Shelters 13 

Miles of Trails 25 

Playgrounds 12, 8 of which are disabled-accessible 

Bocce Courts 6 

Park Land 1,887 acres 

Special Olympics 
Sports 

Bocce, Bowling, Volleyball, Softball,  
     Basketball, Tennis, Power lifting,  
     Swimming 
Named Outstanding Local Program for  
     2014 in the State of Georgia 

Summer Day 
Camps 

4 Sessions, 260 campers 

Special Events Fairy Princess Ball:  280 participants 
Eggstravaganza Easter Egg Hunt:  over       
     600 participants 
Flashlight Egg Hunt:  160 participants 
Spring Break Arts Camp 
Douglas County Track and Field 
     Championships 
Fishing Derby:  313 participants 
Mother/Son Flashlight Hike:  120 
     participants 
Allen Langford Memorial Softball  
     and Bocce Invitational 
Family Camporee:  25 families 
A Deer Lick Christmas:  136 participants 

Athletic Leagues 5 State Champions at GRPA/Hershey  
     State Track & Field Championships 
Adult Ladies Indoor Kickball 1st season 
Total Number of Participants in Athletics  
     Programs:  1,920 

Boundary Waters 
Aquatic Center 

Home to 5 high school swim teams with  
     200 swimmers; 2 private school swim  
     teams with 50 swimmers; 2 private 
     swim teams with 179 swimmers 
Hosted the “Last Chance Triathlon” with  
     350 runners 
Increased annual revenue by nearly 
     $19,000 in 2014 
Record Number of SEALs participants:   
     1,517 
Certification of 50 lifeguards  
Underwater Easter Egg Hunt:  188 
     swimmers 
Sea Dragons Special Olympics Swim  
     Team:  18 swimmers with all 
     participants medaling at the Georgia  
     Summer Games and Relay Team 
     winning the Gold Medal 
Fitness Center:  26 classes per week with  
     170 weekly participants 
Daily Swim and Cardio Fitness:  820  
     weekly participants 

Senior Services 2014 
 34,428 home-delivered meals to 

229 homebound seniors with the 
assistance of over 140                            
volunteers providing over 4,700 
volunteer hours 

 16,377 meals provided on-site to 172 seniors 
 24,422 one-way passenger trips provided to 226 seniors/

disabled adults through transportation services 
 2,148 hours of respite care provided to 32 caregivers of sick/

disabled seniors 
 1,912 hours of in-home support services provided to 57 seniors 
 2,944 service inquiries/request for information processed 

through Information and Assistance 
 ordered four 21-passenger buses to ensure that seniors                     

continue to have access to the nutritional and educational                 
programs at the Fairburn Road Center, and other medical,                      
recreational & shopping trips 

Average Number of Vanpool Riders per Month 482 

Average Number of GRTA Xpress Bus Riders 
per Month 

13,981 

Total Number of RideShare Participants in 2014 689 

Number of Vanpool Routes 60 

Total Vanpool Passenger Miles in 2014 5,871,960 

Vanpool One-Way Trips in 2014 155,484 

Vanpool Passenger Fares Collected in 2014 $428,241 

GRTA Xpress Bus Fares Collected in 2014 $130,235 

WOODIE FITE SENIOR 
CENTER PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANTS 

 

AARP 158 

AARP Drivers Safety 139 

Painting:  Oil, Acrylic, Pottery, Portrait 1,095 

Alzheimer's Caregivers Support 83 

Art Expo 55 

Ballroom Dance Lessons 201 

Bible Study 364 

Bingo 282 

Book Club 81 

Bowling Club 485 

Card Games 5,172 

Cardio Fit, PowerStretch, Jazzercise 4,139 

Chip Poker 1,469 

Choir 83 

Computer  Classes 320 

Dance 499 

Exercise Room 2,920 

Jazzercise Lite 1,407 

Line Dancing 1,429 

Piano Lessons 288 

Red Hats 146 

Spanish Classes 599 

Douglas County Rideshare is the only County-
operated vanpool program in the State of               
Georgia.  Its new Transportation Voucher               
Program helps senior adults and disabled                

individuals with quality of life trips for daily tasks 
and to keep them from becoming prisoners in their 

own homes.   

SEALs Classes at Boundary 
Waters Aquatic Center 

Coach Rides at the Fairy 
Princess Ball 

Douglas County Team at GRPA 
State Track and Field Meet 

Bocce Players at the Allen 
Langford Invitational 

Campers at Project FUN 
Summer Camp 

Water Aerobics at Boundary 
Waters Aquatic Center 

Campers at Camp DOUG 
Summer Camp 

Baseball at Boundary Waters 
Park 

Tennis Courts and Picnic 
Shelter at Woodrow Wilson 

Park 

Youth Football at Deer Lick 
Park 

Douglas County Property Management is the in-house department that 
keeps County facilities working instead of using outside maintenance 

firms and contractors.  In 2014, Property Management performed over 
$125,000 worth of maintenance work that would have cost 

approximately $400,000 if awarded to outside firms. 

Concrete Work at Deer 
Lick Football Field 

Batting Cage Installation 
at Lithia Springs Park 



Superior Court 2014 Clerk of Superior Court 2014 Magistrate Court 2014 

Criminal Filings 1,602      Warrants 4,186      Dispossessories 5,321 

Civil Filings 3,173      Adoptions 47      Small Claims 3,134 

       Documents Entered 146,143      Abandoned Motor Vehicles 231 

State Court 2014      Real Estate Documents 16,376      Personal Property Foreclosures 77 

Criminal Filings 1,604      Liens 15,060      Distress Warrants 5 

Civil Filings 570      Plats 120      Continuing Garnishments 188 

       UCC 2,504      One-Time Garnishments 43 

Probate Court 2014      Passport Applications 2,329      Ordinance Violations 265 

     Estate Filings 337        Motions for Contempt 258 

     Birth Certificates 428 Clerk of State Court 2014      First Appearance/Bond Hearings 4,563 

     Death Certificates 818      Warrants 2.156      Felony Warrants Issued 2,890 

     Concealed Weapon Permits 2,752      Traffic 11,893      Misdemeanor Warrants Issued 3,349 

     Marriage Licenses 1,135        Search Warrants Issued 114 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major New Job Creation Announcements in 2014 
 

Keurig Green Mountain:  550 Jobs, $337 million in investment 
ResMed:  80 Jobs, $8 million in investment 

Coloplast:  30 Jobs, $16 million in investment 

2005 $498,355,770 5.4% 

2010 $817,738,322 7.9% 

2011 $844,045,463 8.4% 

2012 $800,502,213 8.25% 

2013 $852,607,623 9.86% 

2014 $912,436,175 9.48% 

 Industrial Value of the 
County Digest 

Percentage of the 
County Digest 

 General Fund 
Budget 

County 
Millage Rate 

Digest 

2005 $59,100,384 7.349 $8,237,797,993 

2006 $66,471,005 8.240 $9,088,935,145 

2007 $80,244,439 7.861 $10,197,641,048 

2008 $78,766,720 7.826 $10,750,662,048 

2009 $75,774,720 7.932 $10,784,332,225 

2010 $78,215,000 9.990 $9,342,148,268 

2011 $77,350,365 9.990 $9,054,398,205 

2012 $73,414,046 9.990 $8,772,130,000 

2013 $89,403,693 12.250 $8,643,086,635 

2014 $88,215,599 12.153 $8,592,881,420 

Value of 
One Mil 

$3,295,120 

$3,635,575 

$4,079,056 

$4,300,265 

$4,313,733 

$3,736,859 

$3,621,759 

$3,508,852 

$3,457,235 

$3,437,153 

Superior Court is the Court of general jurisdiction handling both civil and criminal law actions, including misdemeanors, contract disputes, 
premises liability, divorce, land titles, and felonies involving jury trials, including death penalty cases.  Douglas County has 3 Superior Courts. 

State Court handles all misdemeanor criminal and traffic offenses.  Douglas County has 2 State Courts. 
Probate Court establishes the validity of wills, documents the administration of estates, appoints a guardian when none has been established, 

maintains vital records (birth and death certificates, marriage licenses), and issues gun permits. 
Magistrate Court (Small Claims) handles claims under $15,000 and garnishment actions, holds preliminary hearings and sets bond, and hears 

ordinance violations.  
The Clerk of Superior and State Court handles deed and property recording, UCC recording, lien recording, plat recording, civil and domestic 

court filing and processing, DD-214 recording, juries, staff for the Courts, and passport applications, among numerous other duties. 

County’s Bond Ratings (Credit Ratings) 
 Moody's:  Aa2 
 Standard & Poor's AA 
This is the highest rating counties the size of Douglas County 
can attain - extremely strong.  Douglas County has no long-

term debt. 

Juvenile Programs 
 Family Dependency Family Treatment Program 

 Operational for 7 years with 59 adults and children served in 2014 
 $128,628 in grant funding received in 2014 

 Evening Reporting Center 
 for youth at risk of deeper involvement in the juvenile justice system,                                   

and their parents 
 $161,693 in grant funding received in 2014 
 61% reduction rate in out-of-home placement for youth completing program 

 Prevent Child Abuse Grant 
 $46,184 in grant funding received in 2014 
 21 families provided services 

 LINK (Linking, Integrating and Networking for Kids) 
 Community Agency Team approach for children who have severe emotional and behavioral problems 
 64 youth and families served in 2014 

 Justice Assistance Grant 
 $30,000 in grant funding received in 2014 
 provides services to youth, including tutoring, mentoring, educational advocacy services, and other positive activities 

 Guardian ad litem 
 assigned to cases involving children who are not competent for Court, may have truancy issues, competency in delinquent pro-

ceedings and to dependency cases where the child has been removed from their family 
 services provided to 163 children in 2014 

 Intake Cases 
 provided intake services to 308 new youth in 2014 with 55% diverted from Court 
 only 16% from 2013 have re-offended 

2014 Budget Expenditures 

2014 Revenues 

2014 Property Tax Base 

Juvenile Programs Administration provides 
evidence-based services to youth and their 
families involved in the Douglas County 
Juvenile Court that support treatment,               

rehabilitation, supervision, family systems 
strengthening, and recidivism reduction.  

Juvenile Programs Administration provides 
support for employees, seeks grant funding, 
provides diversion alternatives, and collects 

fees and restitution. 

2014 Work Force 58,108 

Worked in Douglas County 37.7% 

Drove alone to work 79.5% 

Carpooled 12.4% 

Mean Commute Time 31.8 minutes 

There are 53,812 
property parcels in 
Douglas County. 


